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KINDERGARTEN & 1ST GRADE - ELA AND SOCIAL STUDIES
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8TH GRADE - SCIENCE
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GCCISD'S HOUSTON AREA ASSOCIATION FOR BILINGUAL EDUCATION [HAABE]
ELEMENTARY BILINGUAL/ESL TEACHER OF THE YEAR
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SECONDARY ESL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

RKRISTIE FUDGE

HORACE MANN JUNIOR
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JAMES BECKER THOMSON SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER OF THE YEAR







ll
= =
il

=
-

=
[l

=
|||||||ll

_||IIH|||

=
[l
=
I

Il

[l
=
Il

=
L

= |
[||||||Jl ll

=
1l

O
[

l
=l

=H=H=
lill Il

ART TEACHER, HORACE MANN JUNIOR SCHOOL

David G. Aleman, art teacher at Horace Mann
Junior School, is retiring this year after 32 yearsin
education, 15 of which were in Goose Creek CISD.

Aleman graduated from Lamar University with
aB.S.degreein graphic design. He wishes to
compliment all teachers and administrators on
the formidable and challenging task they face
every day.

“Thanks for the memories - my prayers will be
withyou all,” he said.

After retiring, Aleman plans to paint and take
care of his family, including wife, Brenda, and
children Victoria, Christina and David Matthew.
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COUNSELOR, POINT ALTERNATIVE CENTER

Arthur “Faye” Brazile-Haley, counselor at POINT Alternative
Center, has announced her retirement after 28 yearsin
education, including 21years in Goose Creek CISD.

Brazile-Haley holds a B.S. degree from Wiley College and a
master’s degree in counseling from Prairie View A & M University.
She began her career in GCCISD at Carver Elementary in 1997,
moving to Cedar Bayou Junior School in 2004. She transferred to
POINT Alternative Center in 2013.

Brazile-Haley’s family includes husband Emile Haley, Jr. and
children Emile Haley, lll; Arthur Haley and Elizabeth Haley. In her
free time, she plans to travel.
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DEANNE CUMMINGS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER, ROSS S. STERLING HS

Deanne Cummings, English Language Arts teacher at Ross S. Sterling High
School, plans to retire at the end of this school year. Sixteen of her 20 years

in education have been in Goose Creek CISD.

Cummings earned her degree from Houston Baptist University. She came
to Goose Creek CISD to teach seventh-grade reading at Highlands Junior
School. After a year, she transferred to Cedar Bayou Junior School, where
she was honored to have been selected as Teacher of the Year. She made the

leap for her finish at Sterling High School.

Cummings’ family includes her hushand, John Keith Cummings, and sons
lan and Bryon Cummings. She and her husband will be welcoming their first
grandchild into their family in October, so much time will be spent getting
to know their little “Peppercorn.” She also plans to spend time writing

her second book. Her first was published in 2009. They plan also to make

frequent trips to Ft. Davis, Texas, the site of their future retirement home.
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CAMPUS STUDENT SUCCESS SPECIALIST, HORACE MANN JR. SCHOOL

Mary Ann Hayes, Campus Student Success Specialist at Horace Mann Junior School, is
retiring after 30 yearsin Goose Creek CISD and a total of 32 yearsin education.

Hayes has an associate of arts degree from Lee College, where she delivered the
commencement addressin 1990, and a B.S.E. from Texas Woman'’s University in Denton,
TX.

Hayes began her career in Ft. Work as a bilingual first grade teacher. She was hired
by Goose Creek CISD to work at the Administration Building, but she accepted a job
at Lamar Elementary mid-term. The next year, she returned to bilingual education,
teaching first grade at Carver Elementary. After eight years at Carver, she became
a Family Involvement Coordinator at De Zavala Elementary, Harlem Elementary and
finally at Horace Mann Junior.

Hayesis honored to have been chosen to present at the National Conference for
Bilingual Education on two occasions while teaching at Carver.

“lam thankful for the opportunity to have touched the lives of so many students and
their families during my career,” she said.

After retiring, Hayes and her husband Henry will enjoy traveling. She also will spend
time with her children Rico, Rianna, Ashli, Tony, Bryanna, Brittani, Trey, Henry, Jr. and
their beautiful families. She adores her grandchildren and will now have more time
to make many more precious memories with them.
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TEACHER AND INTERVENTION SPECIALIST, HORACE MANN JR. SCHOOL

After arewarding 26-year career of valued contributions to
education, 18 served in Goose Creek CISD, Annette Marcus, teacher and
intervention specialist at Horace Mann Junior School, has announced
her retirement.

After earning a B.S.E. from Southern Arkansas University and while
achieving her M.Ed. with a Reading Specialist Certification from Lamar
University, she began her career as a music teacher inarural southeast
Texas public school and enjoyed ten delightful years teaching art,
music, and theatre arts. Accompanied by her young son and daughter,
Marcus and family spent a year launching an exciting mission on the
island of Mauritius. Returning to the states, she taught ELA at Harlem
Elementary and later, Read 180 at Baytown Junior School. In 2015,

she assumed the rewarding position she now holds as intervention
specialist at Horace Mann Junior.

During her public education pursuits, Annette also served as an adjunct
professor at Lee College for three years, teaching Developmental
Reading. One of the many highlights of her career in education was the
opportunity to present at the Read 180 Convention in New Orleans, La.

Upon retirement, Annette plans to continue following her first love of
assisting young people in their education, explore new hobbies, travel
and spend quality time with daughter Annabeth, son Philip and her
three grandchildren, Tiana, Connor and Gracie.
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VOCATIONAL TEACHER, POINT ALTERNATIVE CENTER

BJ (Brenda) McCoy, vocational teacher at POINT Alternative Center, is retiring after
37yearsin education with a total of 34 yearsin Goose Creek CISD.

McCoy received an associate of arts degree from Lee College and bachelor of science
and master of science degrees from Stephen F. Austin State University, where she was
amember of Delta Zeta Sorority, Alpha Psi Education Honor Fraternity and Phi Upsilon
Omicron Home Economics Fraternity.

A product of Goose Creek CISD (REL), where she was Lt. of Twirlers for the Brigadiers,
McCoy began her teaching career in Sheldon ISD at C. E. King High School in August
1979, coming “home” to teach in GCCISD in 1982. She taught home economics at Horace
Mann Junior School and then transferred to the School Community Guidance Center
(SCGC), which is now POINT Alternative Center. She served as interim assistant principal
for two years at SCGC and has served as campus testing coordinator for many years.

“GCCISD voted me the Secondary Teacher of the Year in 2000! | was so proud that | had
received thisaward and that | was able to accomplish the goal  had set for myself and
for the district’s most valuable assets - the students!” McCoy said.

McCoy and husband Gary, who was her high school sweetheart, have two children -
Kelly Lee, who left themin 2003, and daughter Meghan. After retiring, McCoy plans to
enjoy the farm (Double Nickel Ranch); grow fall and spring gardens; travel America;
spend quality family time with husband Gary, daughter Meghan and her future
son-in-law Justin; work on DIY projects and crafts; read; sew and volunteer.
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SIXTH-GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER, HORACE MANN JR. SCHOOL

Peggy H. Ratliff, sixth-grade social studies teacher at Horace
Mann Junior School, is announcing her retirement after 15
years of teaching, all in Goose Creek CISD.

Ratliff received her BBA degree from Sam Houston State
University. She married Gary Ratliff, and they have one child,
Cole, and a daughter-in law, Cassie. She taught seventh-grade
reading and writing for eight years and spent three yearsasa
STAAR Reading teacher with seventh-and eighth-graders who
were struggling readers. The past four years, she has taught
sixth-grade social studies.

After retiring, Ratliff plans to play! She was a pharmaceutical
sales representative for 24 years before she started teaching,
so this has been her second career. Now she is ready to start
the next stage of her life, which willinclude traveling the
world, volunteering at Theater Under the Stars, enjoying long
lunches with friends, writing romance novels and making
homemade cards.
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SIXTH-GRADE MATHEMATICS TEACHER, GENTRY JUNIOR SCHOOL

Cynthia Risner, sixth-grade mathematics teacher at Gentry
Junior School. is retiring after 13 yearsin Goose Creek CISD
and 32 years in education.

Risner received a bachelor of science degree from
University of Houston Clear Lake and a master’s degree in
curriculum and instruction from University of Houston. She
began her teaching career in 1984 as a seventh-grade math
teacher at North Shore Middle School in Galena Park ISD.
She taught at Galena Park Middle School, where she was
Math Department Chairperson from 1994-2005. She has
taught sixth-grade math at Gentry Junior School for the
past 13 years.

Risner is married to Bruce Risner, and they have two
children, Brooke and Heather. After she retires, she plans to
vacation in Grand Cayman.
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