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SUSAN JACKSON

Susan.jackson@gccisd.net
Office: 281-707-3571 « Fax: 281-420-4447

Greetings Students and Parents of Goose Creek CISD:

The vision of GCCISD is to empower every student with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed
in a global community. We are proud to offer a variety of Academies, Career and Technology, and Dual
Credit programs to meet the needs of every child. Students in GCCISD have unique opportunities to
work toward an Associate’s Degree while completing their high school education. We offer programs to
prepare students for higher education and the work force.

The High School Description Course Guide is designed to assist students and parents in planning course
selections for the 2023-2024 school year. A wide variety of courses are offered for high school students in
the Goose Creek Consolidated Independent School District (GCCISD). Each course is described along with
the specific prerequisites to help students in selecting appropriate courses. Elective course offerings may
vary from campus to campus depending on student interest and enrollment. Course offerings are also
periodically updated on the district's website. Please refer to the electronic version posted on the district
website for revision s.

Course selection and planning for the high school years begins in junior high school and

require educational decisions which involve the student, parents, counselor, and teachers. It is
important that these decisions be made carefully, considering personal objectives, educational goals,
and post-high school plans.

Toreceive a diploma from GCCISD, students must meet the requirements of the state graduation plan
as mandated by Chapter 74 of the Texas Administrative Code and the local requirements as well as
state testing requirements for graduation.

Career-bound students should select high school courses and graduation plans to meet future employment

options. College entrance requirements vary greatly; therefore, college-bound students should investigate
the schools that they are considering for selecting high school courses and graduation programs.

We consider it a privilege to partner with you in your child's education.

Sincerely,
Aj@m?ﬂa@”"

) HERE,
Susan Jackson WE GROW

Deputy Superintendent of Curriculum and Inst ruction G A ‘ T S

GCCISD ADMINISTRATIV E BUILDING
4544 110 East » Baytown, TX 77521 "Trl..::
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Texas Education Agency Graduation Toolkit

Graduation Program - Overview

Foundation High School Program

A new, more flexible graduation program that allows students to pursue their interests
will be in place for all students who enter high school, beginning in the 2014-2015 school year.

The program contains up to four parts:
« A 22-credit foundation program which is the core of the new Texas high school diploma
- Five endorsement™ options that allow students to focus on a related series of courses
« A higher performance category called Distinguished Level of Achievement
« Performance Acknowledgments that note outstanding achievement

The Foundation requirements (22 credits) include:
English (4 credits) «English | «Englishil  <English Il + An advanced English course
Mathematics (3 credits) - Algebral - Geometry - An advanced math course

Science (3 credits) + Biology - Integrated Physics & Chemistry or an advanced science course
+ An advanced science course

Social Studies (3 credits) - World History or World Geography - U.S. History
- U.S. Government (one-half credit)  « Economics (one-half credit)

Languages Other Than English (2 credits) - 2 credits in the same language or
« 2 credits from Computer Science |, II, Il

Physical Education (1 credit) Fine Arts (1 credit) Electives (5 credits)

Speech: Demonstrated proficiency
Endorsements Total credits with endorsements 26

Enhancements

Additionally, a student may earn the Distinguished Level of Achievement and/or a Performance
Acknowledgment for outstanding performance. The Distinguished Level of Achievement must be
earned to be admitted to a Texas public university under the Top 10 percent automatic admission law.

Distinguished Level of Achievement Performance Acknowledgments

« Foundation Program requirements « dual credit course
+ 4 credits in math including Algebralll « bilingualism and biliteracy
\ « 4 credits in science « PSAT, ACT’s Plan, SAT or ACT
- at least 1 endorsement « Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate exam

- earning a nationally or internationally recognized
business or industry certification or license

A student entering 9th grade must indicate an endorsement he or she plans to follow.
A student may change or add an endorsement at any time.

A student may graduate without earning an endorsement if, after his or her sophomore year,
the student’s parent signs a form permitting the student to omit the endorsement requirement.




™ Texas Education Agency Graduation Toolkit

* Distinguished Level of Achievement - Benefity

Choices determine options

Most of the very best jobs available now and in the future require education
and training beyond a high school diploma. Whether you intend to pursue a high-demand,
industry workforce credential from a community or technical

college or a traditional four-year degree from a university, the choices made
in high school will determine your future options.

To best prepare yourself now for the transition to post-high school education
or quality workforce training, choosing and taking the right classes is essential.
The Distinguished Level of Achievement will ensure the best preparation for
your future.

Credential

Technical
College

Why it matters — Benefity

The Distinguished Level of Achievement opens a world of educational and employment
opportunities for you beyond high school. The Distinguished Level of Achievement will:

Allow you to compete for Top 10% automatic admissions eligibility at any Texas public university;
Position you among those first in line for a TEXAS Grant™ to help pay for university tuition and fees; and

Ensure you are a more competitive applicant at the most selective colleges and universities.

. *Must be financially qualified
What it means

The Distinguished Level of Achievement requires more math and more science than the
Foundation High School Program. The Distinguished Level of Achievement requires:
A total of four credits in math, including Algebra II;

A total of four credits in science; and
Successful completion of an endorsement in your area of interest.
Advantages
Opportunity to earn an endorsement in an area of interest
More college and university options
More financial aid options
Better preparation for college-level coursework at community/technical colleges and universities

Opportunity forimmediate enrollment in classes related to your chosen field of study
Strong foundation to successfully complete an industry workforce credential or college degree

Texas Education Agency
www.tea.state.tx.us

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
www.thecb.state.tx.us

Texas Workforce Commission
www.twc.state.tx.us




\Texas Education Agency Graduation Toolkit

Texas High School Diploma - Steps

/ Distinguished Level of Achievement

26 Credits - Algebra Il Required - Eligible for Top 10% Automatic Admissions to Texas Public Universities

22 Credits for the Foundation High School Program

\ Requirements of 1 Endorsement

(including 4 credit of Math and Science and 2 additional electives)

it

STEM Business & Public Arts & Multi-
Industry Service Humanities Disciplinary
Studies

Be sure to visit your school counselor to learn more about your options.
Students may earn more than one endorsement.

Texas Education Agency - Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board - Texas Workforce Commission




/\Texas Education Agency Graduation Toolkit

Endorsements - Choices

Endorsements

For the first time, students will be able to earn one or more endorsements as part of their
graduation requirements. Endorsements consist of a related series of courses that are grouped
together by interest or skill set. They provide students with in-depth knowledge of a subject area.

Students must select an endorsement* in the ninth grade. Districts and charters are not required
to offer all endorsements. If only one endorsement is offered, it must be multi-disciplinary studies.

Students earn an endorsement by completing the curriculum requirements for the endorsement,
including 4th credit of math and science and 2 additional elective credits.

Students can choose from 5 endorsement areas

/‘\Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)

- Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses related to STEM - Computer Science
- Mathematics - Science
- Combination of no more than two of the categories listed above

Agriculture Food and Natural Resources Architecture and Construction

Arts Hospitality and Tourism Technology and Communications

Audio/Video Information Technology Business Management and Administration

Finance Manufacturing Transportation or Distribution and Logistics
Marketing Technology Applications English electives in public speaking, debate, advanced

broadcast journalism, advanced journalism including
newspaper and yearbook

/\ Public Service (one of the following)
Q + Human Services « Health Science - Education and Training

- Law - Public Safety - Government and Public Administration
- Corrections and Security - Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC)

/\ Arts and Humanities (one of the following)
‘/ - 2 levels each in two languages other than English (LOTE) - Social Studies
-4 levels in the same LOTE - American Sign Language (ASL)
- Courses from one or two areas (music, theater, art, dance) in fine arts

- English electives not included in Business and Industry

/‘\ Multi-Disciplinary Studies (one of the following)

4 advanced courses from other endorsement areas
« 4 credits in each foundation subject area, including English IV and chemistry and/or physics
« 4 credits in Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or dual credit selected

from English, mathematics, science, social studies, economics, LOTE or fine arts

*Visit your school counselor to learn more about your options.
Students may earn more than one endorsement.




Graduation Program - Checklisty

[0 Review choices offered under the Foundation High School Program and the Endorsements
to decide on your future academic path.

[0 Select the endorsement that best fits your area of personal interest and the major you
plan to study in college.

0 Recognize that most college entrance requirements include rigorous advanced courses
including Algebra Il, higher-level science courses and languages other than English.

0 Monitor high school credits; be sure to meet [0 Explore interests and take advantage of

all local and state requirements by the end of Career Day opportunities.
the senior year. O Attend college nights hosted by your high
O Take dual enroliment or Advanced Placement school. Talk with school representatives
courses if possible to earn college credit while about the types of financial aid available.
still in high school. O Take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit
[0 Keep list of awards, honors and Scholarship Qualifying Test in your
extracurricular activities for scholarship and sophomore year for practice. In your junior
college applications. year, take the PSAT for eligibility for the
[0 Research colleges or universities you are National Merit Scholarship Competition.
interested in attending. Check admission Students who tgke the PSAT or ACT’s PLAN
and application requirements and timelines. tend to score higher on the SAT or ACT

than those who do not.

O Take dual enroliment or Advanced Placement courses if possible to earn college credit while
you are still in high school.

O Check with your counselor’s office to learn about available scholarships. Be sure to apply early
and for as many scholarships as possible. Do not limit yourself to local scholarships.

[0 Consider taking SAT/ACT preparation classes. Sign up and take the ACT and/or SAT test, / 1

preferably in your junior year but no later than the fall of your senior year.
I  Fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) early in the
spring of your senior year. @
0  Apply to college during the fall of your senior year. @

If you plan to pursue technical training or enter the workforce after graduation, see the Information
- Workforce Resources page or visit Texas Reality Check at www.texasrealitycheck.com/.




Information - Universily Resources

Resources

House Bill 5

www.tea.state.tx.us/graduation-requirements/hb5.aspx

In 2013, the Texas Legislature passed House Bill 5 creating a new graduation
plan for Texas students — the Foundation High School Program. This webpage
provides an array of information including:

+ A side-by-side comparison of the Foundation High School Program and the previous
graduation plans (PDF)

+ A Foundation High School Program Frequently Asked Questions (PDF)

- Approved Foundation High School Program Rules — Detailed information about the
state’s graduation plan (PDF)

Compare College TX

www.comparecollegetx.com

Compare College TX is an interactive, mobile-friendly web tool designed to help
students and parents learn more about Texas public universities and community/
technical colleges.

Did you know...

students ranked in the Top 10 percent
of their graduating class from an
accredited public or private Texas high
school are eligible for automatic
admission to any Texas public
university if they have completed the
Distinguished Level of Achievement?

students can earn college credit while still in
high school by taking Advanced Placement
courses and earning high scores on the AP
tests or by enrolling in and passing dual
credit courses?

over their lifetime, high school graduates
with a bachelor's degree earn 84 percent
more* than a high school graduate?

the highest ranking graduate at each Texas
public high school receives a certificate from
the Texas Education Agency that can be used
as a scholarship to cover tuition costs at any

— Texas public college or university?




Texas Education Agency Graduation Toolkit /

Information - Wovrkforce Resources

Career

If you are considering going straight into the workforce or into a technical training program following
graduation, you still need to complete your high school education and earn a high school diploma.

While in high school, you will want to:
O Look at the five endorsements offered under the Foundation High School Program.
[0 Determine your area of interest.

[0 Complete your selected endorsement along with the required foundation program to earn
your high school diploma.

O Learn about available jobs, and any required post-high school or technical training.
0 Explore new career opportunities.

[0 Research wage and occupation information, required levels of education and
training requirements.

[0 Discover your interests and abilities; use labor market resources at www.texasrealitycheck.com/
and at www.texasworkforce.org/customers/jsemp/career-exploration-trends.html.

[0 Research which jobs are among the fastest and most in-demand in Texas at
www.texascaresonline.com/hotshots/hotshotslists.asp.

Community College & Career Schools

0 Find training and certifications for specific occupations or skills through
community colleges or career schools and colleges at
www.texasworkforce.org/svcs/propschools/career-schools-colleges.html.

Did you know...

that Texas public school students can earn a Performance
Acknowledgement with their diploma by earning a

many of the high-demand nationally- or internationally-recognized credential for a
jobs' will require some specific professional occupation, such as certified nurses’
postsecondary education? aid certification (CAN) or computer tech certification (CTC)

while in high school?

students attending community over their lifetime, high school graduates with a
colleges or trade schools may workforce certificate from a community or technical
also be eligible for state or college earn 20 percent more?® than those with only
federal financial aid?’ a high school diploma?

Texas Workforce Commission
Get the facts at www.collegeforalltexans.com or studentaid.ed.gov

Center on Education and the Workforce, “Certificates: Gateway to Gainful Employment and College Degrees,”
June 2012. Georgetown University




Graduation Program - Glossaury

Foundation High School Program
The basic 22-credit graduation program for Texas public school students.

Endorsements
Areas of specialized study. The areas are:
- Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) « Business and Industry
« Arts and Humanities « Public Service « Multidisciplinary Studies

A district or charter that offers only one endorsement must offer Multidisciplinary Studies.

Distinguished Level of Achievement
/ A high level of academic achievement earned by going beyond the Foundation High School

Program. It requires a total of 26 course credits, including Algebra Il, a fourth science credit
and an endorsement. A student must earn this designation to be eligible for Top 10 percent
| automatic admission to a Texas public university.

( Performance Acknowledgments

Students may earn an additional acknowledgment on their diploma because of outstanding
performance in areas such as dual credit courses and bilingualism and biliteracy; on
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, PSAT, ACT's Plan, the SAT or ACT exams; or
by earning a nationally- or internationally-recognized business or industry certification.

Course Credit

A unit of measure awarded for successful completion of a course. Completion of a one
semester course typically earns one-half credit for a student.

Industry Workforce Credential

A state, nationally, or internationally-recognized credential that aligns with the knowledge
and skills standards identified by an association or government entity representing a
particular profession or occupation and valued by business or industry. Examples include a
credential for certified nurse aid (CNA) or the automotive service excellence (ASE) certification
in the automotive industry.

STAAR

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) is the state-mandated test given
annually to students in grades 3-8 and in five high school courses.

EOC

STAAR end-of-course exams are state mandated tests given during the final weeks of a course.
In addition to meeting graduation course requirements, students are required to pass five
end-of-course exams to earn a diploma from a Texas public high school. Those five exams are
given when a student takes English | and Il, Biology, Algebra | and U.S. History courses.

——————___

h




GCCISD ENROLLMENT PROCESS

COURSE SELECTION AND REGISTRATION

After students select their courses from a list of course offerings, the students are encouraged to
review the list with parents. Each high school student and his/her parents are responsible for the
student's course selections. Under no circumstances should a student depend on any school
official to choose the "correct" courses for admission to a college or for a particular program.
Counselors and/or faculty will counsel and advise students in making selections; however, the
student and his/her parents make the final course selections. A course can be taken only once for
credit.

COURSE AVAILABILITY

The availability of any course depends upon sufficient enrollment, personnel, and other resources.
All courses listed in this booklet will not necessarily be offered every year on each campus. Course
selection choices will be dependent on student needs for graduation requirements and success
on state required assessments. Therefore, course choices may be restricted.

SCHEDULE CHANGES

Students select courses in the spring prior to the next school year by utilizing the information
learned in the four-year planning process and after discussions with teachers and parents.
Careful, thoughtful decisions must be made during this process. A change in the student’s
Endorsement for graduation purposes does not guarantee a schedule change. Verification listings
are provided to the students in the spring so each student can confirm that the correct choices
have been input into the computer database. Each campus will set a final date for course request
corrections to be submitted for review and processing. For students with disabilities, special
education courses are determined by the Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee.
Students’ schedules must coincide with ARD recommendations.

Master schedules and teacher employment are based on student requests; therefore, few
schedule changes are approved. Students can review courses during the registration period.
Once a class begins, student/parent requests for a schedule change may be submitted the week
of the first progress report. See the Advanced Academics section below for more information
regarding Honors/AP/Dual Credit courses. A final decision regarding the requested schedule
change will be based on the following criteria:

Student is a senior not scheduled in a course needed for graduation.

The student has already earned credit for a course in which he/she is currentlyscheduled.
Student does not have the prerequisite(s) for a class listed on his/herschedule.

A student has previously failed a course with the same teacher.

A student has been dismissed from a program where approval must be granted for placement.
Students do not have a full schedule.

Data entry error (no lunch, class listed twice, free period, etc.) hasoccurred.

Nog,rWON~



8. Students need remedial coursework for state assessment graduation requirements.
9. Aclass is listed that the student did notrequest.

Any student may move from a regular level course to an advanced level course in the same
content area no later than the first progress reporting period. Students and parents should be
aware that moving into an advanced level course after the first week of school may require
additional work or participation in tutorials.

Requests for dropping courses after the first progress reporting period should be requests that
contain extenuating circumstances. These requests will be reviewed by the principal or principal’s
designee for consideration.

Students who receive special permission to change a class schedule are subject to limitations.
When a student moves from one level to another level, the actual grade earned in the previous
class transfers with him/her to the new class, regardless of the level. This grade will be calculated
into the proper grading period (nine weeks and semester). The student assumes all responsibility
for the requirements in the course entered.

Advanced Placement (AP), OnRamps, Project Lead the Way, and Honors Course level changes
will be considered at the first progress report (3 weeks), the second progress report (6 weeks), and
at the end of the first nine-week grading period of the semester. Changes will be considered for
each course that offers a different level of the same course. To be considered for a transfer, the
student must have made a sincere effort to succeed by attending tutorials, completing his/her work,
and by conferencing with his/her teacher. The parent(s) must talk with the teacher before a course
level change is considered. Additionally, the student must complete the GCCISD AP/Honors drop
form. If these conditions are met, then the Dean will review and process the request. Space
availability in the receiving course and graduation requirements will be a consideration for a course
level change.

Dropping dual credit courses will be in accordance with college guidelines. If a student wants to
drop a course after roster reconciliation, he or she should contact the CCR counselor for advising
on present and future consequences for dropping the course. Consideration will include
satisfactory academic progress, future financial aid implications, and graduation requirements. The
CCR counselor will complete the drop form and send it to the shared advisor and grade level
counselor.

Caution: Many AP courses, dual credit courses, and some Honors courses (i.e., AP Physics) do
not have a regular course to move into. If a student in an Advanced course wishes to drop the
course and there is no corresponding regular level course, online original credit offerings may be
considered based on approval and availability.



Home Schooled Students

The determination of placement and awarding of transfer credit from students who have been
homeschooled will be determined by reviewing the curriculum and/or work of the student, or by
using appropriate assessments. Section 28.021 of the Texas Education Code (TEC) requires
advancement or credit to be awarded based on "academic achievement or demonstrated
proficiency of the subject matter.

HS — Entering from accredited private school with records

Student enrolled. Grades placed on transcript per school records. Follow EOC testing eligibility rules, per
Texas Administrative Code (TAC), §101.3022 to determine if the student will be required to take applicable
EOC assessments. Contact Director of Assessment & Accountability for guidance. Campus of record should
complete the GCCISD Student End of Course completion form.

HS - Entering from accredited or non-accredited private school/homeschool with no records

Student enrolled. Administer Local Final Exam with prior instruction for courses student has previously
attempted. This will only be utilized to verify mastery of subject TEKS. Credit confirmed if tests passed with
70% or higher mastery. Follow EOC testing eligibility rules, per Texas Administrative Code (TAC), §101. 3022
to determine if the student will be required to take applicable EOC assessments Contact Director of
Assessment & Accountability for guidance.

If no grades are obtained, after successful completion of testing, a P (Pass) will be entered on the transcript
with a “3” AAR Code. P/F grades are NOT included in class rank.

Please refer to the GCCISD enrollment guidelines for further information.
GCCISD ENROLLMENT PROCESS

Guidelines for Students Entering Grade 9-12

Note: For any decisions that will utilize Edgenuity Exam Only as a source used to verify
mastery of TEKS, contact with Director of Assessment & Accountability will be required. The
Director of Assessment & Accountability will make the necessary arrangements with the
Director of Secondary Curriculum and Instruction and Director of Educational Technology to
link the student to the applicable courses in Edgenuity. The Director of Assessment &
Accountability will also be involved in the Test Proctor selection process.

HS - Entering from accredited private school with records
Student enrolled. Grades placed on transcript per school records. Follow EOC testing

eligibility rules, per Texas Administrative Code (TAC), §101.3022 to determine if the student will
be required to take applicable EOC assessments. Contact Director of Assessment &
Accountability for guidance. Campus of record should complete the GCCISD Student End of
Course completion form.

HS - Entering from accredited or non-accredited private school/homeschool with no
records

Student enrolled. Administer Local Final Exam with prior instruction for courses student has
previously attempted. This will only be utilized to verify mastery of subject TEKS. Credit
confirmed if tests passed with 70% or higher mastery. Follow EOC testing eligibility rules, per
Texas Administrative Code (TAC), §101. 3022 to determine if the student will be required to



take applicable EOC assessments Contact Director of Assessment & Accountability for
guidance.

If no grades are obtained, after successful completion of testing, a P (Pass) will be entered on
the transcript with a “3” AAR Code. P/F grades are NOT included in class rank.

http://www.tepsac.org/app/index.html#/home (Accredited home school listing)

HS - Returning 5" year Senior Non-Grad
Automatic enroliment into Peter Hyland. If a disciplinary placement has not been fulfilled,
please contact the Director of Student services for guidance.

HS - Entering with no English Credit (International Student)

Any student enrolling must be Enrolled in English 1 and classified as a freshman. At the end
of the completion of the second year, a grade placement/LPAC committee is required to meet
to determine opportunities for reclassification. _

e |If parent appeals, contact district placement committee (C&l, S.S., C).

HS- Foreign Exchange student (Must be approved by Student Service Department)

Texas Education Code §42.003 (a) states that “students may attend Texas schools if they are
5 years of age or older and under 21 years of age on September 1 of the school year and
have not graduated from high school.” If the student has graduated from high school in his
home country, the student is not eligible to attend school in Texas. Please contact the Director
of Student services for guidance prior to enrollment.

Late Arrival (Enroliment) Protocols

If a student enters prior to the end of nine weeks of a semester Spring/Fall, Texas Education
Code - EDUC § 25.092, minimal attendance must be satisfied:

(a) Except as provided by this section, a student in any grade level from kindergarten through
grade 12 may not be given credit or a final grade for a class unless the student is in
attendance for at least 90 percent of the days the class is offered.


http://www.tepsac.org/app/index.html%23/home

Guidelines for Students Entering Grades K- 8

K-8 — Entering from accredited school with records
Students placed in appropriate grade based on records. If a student enrolls with high school

credit, please send documentation to the P-16 Coordinator. If guidance is needed, please
contact the P-16 Coordinator.

K-8 — Entering from non-accredited school with records
Campus administrator makes grade placement decisions based on parent/student interview,

prior school records, and date of birth. Administer assessment tests: MAP and or STAAR.
Contact Director of Assessment and Accountability with testing plan of action and/or action
taken on placement.

K-8 — Entering from accredited or non-accredited school with no records
Campus administers assessment based on the consideration of age(K-2): Math assessment: MAP

* (3-8): STAAR released test 3-8 to determine academic grade level of student

Contact Director of Assessment and Accountability with testing plan of action and/or action
taken on placement.

http://www.tepsac.org/app/index.html#/home (Accredited home school listing)

Any student requesting to skip a grade will need to follow the district timeline for CBEs.
All credit by exam without prior instruction guidelines and timelines will be followed.
Please contact Director of Assessment and Accountability or P-16 Coordinator for
guidance.

https://www.gccisd.net/page/sp.calendars



http://www.tepsac.org/app/index.html%23/home
https://www.gccisd.net/page/sp.calendars

SECTION 504

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 provides equal educational opportunities for
eligible disabled students. An eligible Section 504 student is one with a physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities. Eligible students will
receive appropriate classroom accommodation and services as determined by a Section 504
committee.

COMPREHENSIVE SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special Education modified curriculum courses for students with disabilities are determined by
their ARD, (Admission, Review, and Dismissal Committee). Modified courses can be taught in
the general and or special education setting as documented in the student’s IEP, (Individual
Education Plan). These courses are developed from the student’s individualized goals and
objectives, which are based on the TEKS, (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills).

The following graduation requirements are applicable to students with disabilities receiving
special education services who entered grade 9 in the 2014-15 school year and thereafter:

(http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter089/ch089aa.html)

(@) Graduation with a regular high school diploma under subsections (b)(1), (b)(2)(D), (9)(1),
(9)(2), (9)(3), or (g)(4)(D) of this section terminates a student's eligibility for special education
services under this subchapter and Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and
entitlement to the benefits of the Foundation School Program, as provided in Texas Education Code
(TEC), §42.003(a).

(b) A student entering Grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter who receives
special education services may graduate and be awarded a regular high school diploma if the
student meets one of the following conditions.

(1) The student has demonstrated mastery of the required state standards (or district standards
if greater) in Chapters 110-118, 126-128, and 130 of this title and satisfactorily completed credit
requirements for graduation under the Foundation High School Program specified in §74.12 of
this title (relating to Foundation High School Program) applicable to students in general
education as well as satisfactory performance as established in the TEC, Chapter 39, on the
required state assessments, unless the student's admission, review, and dismissal (ARD)
committee has determined that satisfactory performance on the required state assessments is
not necessary for graduation.

(2) The student has demonstrated mastery of the required state standards (or district standards
if greater) in Chapters 110-118, 126-128, and 130 of this title and satisfactorily completed credit
requirements for graduation under the Foundation High School Program specified in §74.12 of
this title through courses, one or more of which contain modified curriculum that is aligned to
the standards applicable to students in general education, as well as satisfactory performance
as established in the TEC, Chapter 39, on the required state assessments, unless the student's
ARD committee has determined that satisfactory performance on the required state
assessments is not necessary for graduation. The student must also successfully complete the
student's individualized education program (IEP) and meet one of the following conditions.

(A) Consistent with the IEP, the student has obtained full-time employment, based on the
student's abilities and local employment opportunities, in addition to mastering sufficient
self-help skills to enable the student to maintain the employment without direct and ongoing
educational support of the local school district.

(B) Consistent with the IEP, the student has demonstrated mastery of specific employability


http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter089/ch089aa.html)

skills and self-help skills that do not require direct ongoing educational support of the local
school district.

(C) The student has access to services that are not within the legal responsibility of public
education or employment or educational options for which the student has been prepared by
the academic program.

(D) The student no longer meets age eligibility requirements.

(c) A student receiving special education services may earn an endorsement under §74.13 of
this title (relating to Endorsements) if the student:

(1) satisfactorily completes the requirements for graduation under the Foundation High School
Program specified in §74.12 of this title as well as the additional credit requirements in
mathematics, science, and elective courses as specified in §74.13(e) of this title with or without
modified curriculum.

(2) satisfactorily completes the courses required for the endorsement under§74.13(f)
of this title without any modified curriculum; and performs satisfactorily as established
in the TEC, Chapter 39, on the required state assessments.

(d) Notwithstanding subsection (c)(3) of this section, a student receiving special education
services classified in Grade 11 or 12 during the 2014-2015, 2015-2016, or 2016-2017 school
year who has taken each of the state assessments required by Chapter 101, Subchapter CC,
of this title (relating to Commissioner's Rules Concerning Implementation of the Academic
Content Areas Testing Program) or Subchapter DD of this title (relating to Commissioner's
Rules Concerning Substitute Assessments for Graduation) but failed to achieve satisfactory
performance on no more than two of the assessments is eligible to receive an endorsement if
the student has met the requirements in subsection (c)(1) and (2) of this section.

(e) In order for a student receiving special education services to use a course to satisfy both a
requirement under the Foundation High School Program specified in §74.12 of this title anda
requirement for an endorsement under §74.13 of this title, the student must satisfactorily
complete the course with or without any modified curriculum.

Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in Career and Technical Education Programs

GCCISD offers career and technical education (CTE) programs in Agriculture, Food & Natural
Resources; Architecture & Construction; Arts, Audio Visual Technology & Communications;
Business, Marketing & Finance; Education & Training; Energy; Health Science; Hospitality &
Tourism; Human Services; Information Technology; Law & Public Service; Manufacturing; Science,
Technology, Engineering & Math; and Transportation, Distribution & Logistics. Admission to these
programs is based on student interest and space availability in GCCISD CTE programs.

It is the policy of GCCISD not to discriminate based on race, color, national origin, sex or
handicap in its CTE programs, services or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

It is the policy of GCCISD not to discriminate based on race, color, national origin, sex,
handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of
1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

GCCISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to
admission and participation in all educational and CTE programs. For information about your
rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX Coordinator, Eloy Chapa, Assistant
Superintendent (eloy.chapa@gccisd.net), and/or the Senior Director of Special Programs, Holli



Pharis (holli.pharis@gccisd.net, at 4544 1-10 East, Baytown, TX or call 281-420-4800.

may not meet required eligibility criteria and is determined by the appropriate testing
organization.

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES AND
SHELTERED INSTRUCTION

It is the goal of the Goose Creek Secondary Emergent Bilingual (EB) Program to develop the
English fluency of our English Learners by providing academic, linguistic, social and cultural
support for ELs, through English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) and sheltered
instruction strategies in the core content areas, which will include use of sheltered instruction.
The ESOL Program enables English Learners to become competent in the comprehension,
speaking, reading, and composition of the English language. Through the integrated use of
second language methodology and sheltered instruction students also master the Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills of English Language Arts in addition to the core content areas
of mathematics, science, and social studies. The program is designed to transition EB’s with
limited English fluency to an advanced level of speaking, listening, reading, and writing within
the developmental time frame suggested by the Texas Education Agency.

Only students with limited English proficiency may qualify for the ESOL program. Course
placement will be determined by LPAC based upon student testing.


mailto:(holli.pharis@gccisd.net

NCAA REQUIREMENTS

Many college sports are regulated by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), an
organization founded in 1906 that has established rules on eligibility, recruiting, and financial aid.
The NCAA has three membership divisions -- Division I, Division Il, and Division lll. Institutions
are members of a division according to the size and scope of their athletic programs and whether
they provide athletic scholarships. If you want to play NCAA sports at an NCAA Division | or Il
school, you need to register with the NCAA Eligibility Center at eligibilitycenter.org. The Eligibility
Center works with you and your high school to certify your initialeligibility.

CORE COURSES

Not all high school classes are NCAA core courses. A core course prepares you for a four-year
college and is taught at or above your high school's regular academic level. Visit
eligibilitycenter.org for a full list of your high school’s core courses.

For more information regarding the rules, please go to www.ncaa.org. Click on “Academics and
Athletes" then “Eligibility and Recruiting” or visit the Eligibility Center Website at
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. Please call the NCAA Eligibility Center if you have questions: Toll-
free number 877-262-1492.

PARTICIPATION FEES

Some elective courses may incur fees; refer to course descriptions for more information.


http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/

NON-TRADITIONAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Night School

Night School offers students the opportunity to receive course credits toward a high school
diploma or recover high school credit through the Peter E. Hyland Center. It is designed for high
school age students who are enrolled in a Goose Creek CISD school. The program is tuition free.
Students may enroll in Night School by contacting their high school counselor.

Peter E. Hyland Learning Program

The Peter E. Hyland Learning Program offers an option for GCCISD students who, for any number
of reasons, prefer a smaller, more personalized format over the traditional high school
environment. Enroliment is through an application process and students must meet admission
criteria. For an application or more information, contact your high school counselor.

Summer School

Goose Creek CISD offers summer programs designed to serve high school students who need to
retake a course for which they have not received credit, students who did not meet required scores
on STAAR EOC, students who were absent for the spring administration of STAAR EOC, or for
students who would like to get original credit in a non- STAAR EOC subject only. Courses are
offered pending the appropriateness of the course, sufficient enrollment, availability of facilities,
and availability of appropriate faculty. Students should check with their counselors to determine
course offerings and tuition fee rates.

Correspondence Courses/Distance Learning Taken Outside of the School Day

Students may earn high school credits by correspondence. The courses must be taken from Texas
Tech University, University of Texas at Austin, or Texas Virtual School Network. These credits may
be applied toward State graduation requirements. To be an honor graduate, a senior must have
completed all outside course work before the end of the first nine weeks of the spring semester
except for dual credit enrollment. Prior approval must be granted, or a student will not be awarded
credit toward graduation or promotion. Correspondence courses taken as a graduation
requirement will count toward academic UIL “No Pass/No Play” and maintain the same eligibility
calendar provided by GCCISD. All courses will appear on the transcript but will not be included in
GPA calculation. Student athletes who take correspondence coursework should determine if the
correspondence courses meet NCAA requirements.

Credit by Examination (CBE) for Acceleration Without Prior Instruction*

This test for credit is designed for students who are already proficient in the subject and need no
review or instruction prior to the test. If the student has had no prior instruction in a course, the
fee for the exam is paid by the district. Each counselor has a schedule for the testing dates and
deadlines for applying throughout the year. Deadlines must be met. Requests for testing are to be
made through the student’s counselor. Students must score 80 or better to receive credit through
this testing process. The grade earned on the exam is the grade entered on the Academic
Achievement Record. If a student fails to earn credit by examination for a specific high school
course before the beginning of the school year in which the student would ordinarily be required
to enroll in that course in accordance with the district’s prescribed course sequence. The student
must satisfactorily complete the course to receive credit for the course. *CBEs are given
according to the course sequence. CBE grades are not used for determining GPA.



Credit by Examination with Prior Instruction*

The principal or designee or the attendance committee, as applicable, shall have authority to offer
a student the opportunity to demonstrate mastery in a subject or to earn course credit by
examination when the student has had prior instruction in a subject and when:

1.  The student is enrolling in the district from a non-accredited school [seeFD];
2. The student has failed a subject or course; or

3. The student has earned a passing grade in a subject or course but has failed to earn credit
because of excessive absences [see FEC].

Examinations shall assess the student’s mastery of the essential knowledge and skills and shall
be administered according to established District procedures. If the student has had prior
instruction, test scheduling is provided by the student’s counselor. Up to four (4) semester units
(2 credits) may be earned by junior school students. Up to eight (8) semester units (4 credits) may
be earned by high school students. The passing grade must be 70 or better.

Prior to offering a student an opportunity to demonstrate mastery or earn credit by this method,
an appropriate District employee shall review the student’s educational records to determine
whether the student has had prior instruction in the subject or course.

*All of the above must be completed by the end of the third nine weeks, prior to graduation.

NOTE: The Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete published by the NCAA states that credit by
exam courses is NOT a core course. Please refer to the NCAA website for further information at:

htto.//www.ncaapublications.com

Computer Assisted Credit Recovery

Goose Creek CISD offers a computer-assisted credit recovery program. Through this program, high school
students may earn credits in classes that they have taken and failed. Students who are interested in utilizing
this option to recover credit should speak with their counselor. Not all subjects are available in this computer-

assisted format. All completed credit recovery courses will appear on the transcript as a “P” which equals a
grade of 75 and will be included in the GPA calculation.

Credit Recovery courses taken as a graduation requirement will count toward academic UIL “No Pass/No
Play” and maintain the same eligibility calendar provided by GCCISD.

Student athletes who take computer-based credit recovery may not meet core course requirements for NCAA
eligibility. For more information regarding student athletes and NCAA eligibility, please Vvisit:

http://www.ncaapublications.com.

Accommodation for students with disabilities will follow the student’s IEP or 504 service plans when
applicable.


http://www.ncaapublications.com/
http://www.ncaapublications.com/

Credit Validation from Non-Accredited Schools

High School students who transfer from a foreign or a non-accredited school shall validate
credits which apply toward graduation requirements. Grades and/or credits earned from the
validated examination(s) or sequential course(s) shall appear on the transcript and shall follow
grade point calculations as described in EIC (Local). Students shall not receive credit for
homeschool courses taken concurrently while enrolled at a Goose Creek CISD school.

High School students who transfer from a non-public school may validate credits which apply
toward graduation requirements. Credits earned from non-public schools shall be subject to
curriculum review and evaluation by the district in alignment with the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) to determine if validation is required.

GRADE CLASSIFICATION

Classification of high school students is based on the cohort in which the student
enters high school or U.S. schools. High school credit eligibility for student activities
is noted in the Student/Parent Handbook.

Early Graduates

Students requesting to graduate early are required to meet with their high school
counselor. An Intent to Graduate Early form must be completed and all
requirements for an early graduation must be satisfied. Early graduates will be
ranked at the end of the fall semester with the senior class. To participate in senior
activities, the student must meet all eligibility requirements as determined in the
Student/Parent Handbook.

Transfer Students

A transfer student shall be assigned a grade classification, upon receipt of an
official transcript from the sending school, in accordance with the policies of
Goose Creek CISD






ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND CLASS RANKING

Grade Point Average

The grade point average (GPA) shall represent a student’s overall average in courses taken and
shall be determined by dividing accumulated grade points earned by the total number of courses
taken.

The GPA shall be computed to two decimal places and shall be assessed after each semester.

The GPA shall not be used to determine class rank; class rank shall be determined by a student’s
academic class rank (ACR).

Academic Class Rank (ACR)

The ACR shall be used to award class rank based on the district's weighted grade point scale.
Class rank shall be defined as a numerical standing with one’s peers determined by academic
success in selected courses. Final class rank for graduating seniors shall be assessed after the
third nine weeks of the school year which will include final spring semester dual credit grades.

The ACR will be determined by dividing accumulated grade points earned by the total number of
eligible state-approved foundation courses, Advanced Placement (AP) courses, and dual credit
courses taken. Eligible courses are identified annually in the course selection guide. See the
section entitled “Courses to be used for Determining Academic Class Rank.”

Exclusions

Excluded from this calculation shall be local credit courses and all courses attempted
under the following instructional arrangements: credit by examination, correspondence,
computer-assisted instruction, night school, summer school, and dual credit courses taken
outside of the academic school day as defined by GCCISD bellschedule.

Retaking a High School Course After Receiving a Passing Grade

New legislation from the 2023 session does allow a student to retake a course for which
they have completed and received a passing grade. GPA points will only be received the
first time the course is successfully completed. The student may elect to take the course
a second time, however, no GPA points will be awarded for the course after the initial GPA
points have been awarded.

Modified Courses

Courses modified by the student’s admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee as
to the required content of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and reflected
in the student’s individualized education program (IEP) shall be categorized and weighted
as Basic courses. Weighted Grade Point Average the District shall convert semester
grades earned in eligible courses to grade points in accordance with the Academic Class
Rank chart and shall calculate a weighted grade point average (GPA).

Transfer Grades

All incoming student’s GPAs shall be converted to the system used by the district to
determine the ACR.



Valedictorian and Salutatorian

The valedictorian and the salutatorian shall be the eligible students with the highest and second
highest ranking as determined by the ACR and the criteria listed below in the “Honor Graduates”
section. For more information, see EIC Local Board Policy.Honor Graduates

All students whose ACR comprise the top ten percent of the graduating class shall be
recognized as honor graduates in the following manner:

Top Two Percent of the class: Summa Cum Laude Next
Three Percent of the class: Magna Cum Laude
Next Five Percent of the class: Cum Laude

In addition, local honors recognition shall be awarded to the top ten academically ranked
students, including the valedictorian and salutatorian, who have met the following local criteria:

1. Completion of the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program or Foundation Plan
with Distinguished Level of Achievement.

2. Continuous enroliment in the same high school within Goose Creek CISD for the three
semesters preceding graduation; and

3.  Satisfactory completion of all coursework and state testing requirements.

Conduct

Toparticipate in local honors recognition activities, a student shall not have engaged in any serious
misconduct violation during his or her last two semesters. Serious misconduct shall be classified
as behavior resulting in a Level Il (excluding repeated violations of Level | and Level Il), Level IV,
or Level V offense according to the District’s Student Code of Conduct. Local honors recognition
is a visible, verbal recognition and participation of the student. Traditional sources of local
recognition of top honors for graduates are events such as the GCCISD Board of Trustees Top
Ten Recognition. Top Ten recognition at graduation ceremonies also include valedictorian and
salutatorian addresses.

To participate in local honors recognition activities, a student must maintain an 80 average in each
class for the fourth nine-week grading period. These averages shall be determined 15 school days
prior to completion of the semester

EIGHTED GRADE POINT SCALE

For the graduating classes of 2023, 2024, and 2025, the district shall categorize and weight eligible
courses as AP with Exam Score of 3+, Dual Credit / AP Score of 2 or below or without Exam, Honors,
Regular / Academic, and Basic in accordance with provisions of this policy and as designated in
appropriate District publications. When a student takes the applicable Advanced Placement (AP)
examination for an eligible AP course and scores a 3 or above, the course shall be categorized and
weighted as an AP with AP Exam course. Eligible dual credit courses shall be categorized and weighted as
Dual Credit courses.



In addition, when a student does not take the applicable AP examination for an eligible AP course or scores
a 2 or below, the course shall be categorized and weighted the same as an eligible dual credit course.

Eligible courses locally designated as honors shall be categorized and weighted as Honors course. All
other eligible courses shall be categorized and weighted as Regular / Academic courses. Courses modified
by the student’s admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee as to the required content of the Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and reflected in the student’s individualized education program
(IEP) shall be categorized and weighted as Basic courses. Weighted Grade Point Average The District shall
convert semester grades earned in eligible courses to grade points in accordance with the following chart
and shall calculate a weighted grade point average (GPA):

Dual
Credit /
AP
Score of
AP with 2 or be-
Exam low or
Score without Regular /

Grade of 3+ Exam Honors Academic Basic
100 6.5 6.0 5.5 5.0 4.0
Q9 6.4 5.9 5.4 4.9 39
a8 6.3 5.8 5.3 4.8 3.8
a7 6.2 5.7 5.2 4.7 3.7
a6 6.1 5.6 51 4.6 3.6
a5 6.0 5.5 5.0 4.5 3.5
94 5.9 5.4 4.9 4.4 3.4
93 5.8 5.3 4.8 4.3 3.3
a2 57 52 4.7 4.2 3.2
a1 56 5.1 4.6 4.1 31
a0 5.5 5.0 4.5 4.0 3.0
B9 5.4 4.9 4.4 39 2.9
88 53 4.8 4.3 38 28
87 52 4.7 4.2 3.7 27
B6 51 4.6 4.1 3.6 2.6
B85 5.0 4.5 4.0 3.5 2.5
B84 4.9 4.4 39 34 2.4
83 4.8 4.3 3.8 3.3 2.3
82 4.7 4.2 3.7 3.2 2.2
81 4.6 4.1 3.6 31 21
80 4.5 4.0 35 3.0 2.0
79 4.4 3.9 3.4 29 1.9
78 4.3 3.8 3.3 28 1.8
7T 4.2 3.7 3.2 27 1.7
ril=] 4.1 3.6 31 26 1.6
75 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.5 1.5
74 3.9 3.4 29 2.4 1.4
73 38 3.3 28 23 1.3
72 37 3.2 2.7 2.2 1.2
71 3.6 3.1 26 21 1.1
7O 3.5 3.0 25 2.0 1.0

Below 0 0 0 0 0

70



Beginning with the class of 2026, the district shall categorize and weight eligible courses as Advanced,
Honors, and Regular / Academic in accordance with provisions of this policy and as designated in appropriate
District publications. Eligible Advanced Placement (AP) and dual credit courses shall be categorized and
weighted as Advanced courses. Eligible courses locally designated as honors shall be categorized and
weighted as Honors courses. All other eligible courses shall be categorized and weighted as Regular courses.
The district shall convert semester grades earned in eligible courses to grade points in accordance with the
following chart and shall calculate a weighted grade point average (GPA):

Grade Advanced Honors Regular /
Academic
100 6.0 5.0 4.0
99 5.9 49 3.9
98 5.8 4.8 3.8
a7 a.7 4.7 3.7
95 5.6 4.6 3.6
85 8.5 4.5 3.5
94 5.4 4.4 3.4
93 5.3 4.3 3.3
92 5.2 4.2 3.2
91 a1 4.1 3.1
80 5.0 4.0 3.0
89 4.9 3.9 29
88 4.8 38 28
a7 4.7 3.7 27
86 4.6 3.6 2.6
85 4.5 35 25
84 4.4 3.4 24
83 4.3 33 23
82 4.2 3.2 2.2
81 4.1 3.1 2.1
80 4.0 30 20
79 39 29 1.9
78 38 28 1.8
Tr 3.7 2.7 1.7
76 36 26 1.6
75 3.5 25 1.5
74 3.4 2.4 1.4
73 33 23 1.3
72 3.2 22 1.2
1 31 21 1.1
70 3.0 2.0 1.0
Below 70 0 0 0




ADVANCED ACADEMICS

AP Courses

Students may enroll in Advanced Placement (AP) courses in any subject in which they are offered.
However, the student must be aware that the curriculum requires more advanced and intensive work.
AP courses will assist students in acquiring the deep and complex thinking skills needed to be successful
in rigorous coursework in college. Within the course, students will apply increasingly sophisticated
thinking, reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. As college level courses, Advanced Placement
(AP) courses prepare a student for the AP exams given by the College Board in the spring semester.

Considerations for AP Coursework

The ability to prioritize time and interests

A positive attitude toward challenging coursework
A strong work ethic

Independent study habits

AP Exams
AP students are encouraged to take the corresponding AP exam for each AP course he/she is enrolled
in.

A successful exam score, stipulated by each individual university on each AP examination, determines
the amount of college credit and/or course placement. Check with your university of choice for AP
credit criteria. Advanced Placement (AP) course changes will be considered at the first progress report
and at the end of the first nine-week grading period of the semester for each course that offers a
different level of the same course. To be considered for a transfer from an AP course or an Honors
course, the student must have made a sincere effort to succeed by attending tutorials when offered,
completing his/her work, and by conferencing with his/her teacher. The parents must conference with
the teacher before a course level change will be considered. If these conditions are met, then the
student will be considered for a change.

Space availability in the receiving course will be a consideration for a course level change. Refer to
GCCISD’s Grading and Reporting Procedures for further details.

[Caution: Some AP courses (i.e., AP Physics) do not have a regular course to move into. If a student in
an AP course wishes to drop the AP course and there is no corresponding regular level course, online
original credit offerings may be considered based on approval and availability.]



GCCISD Advanced Placement (AP) Courses

AP Course Course Number
AP 2-D Art & Design 00716
AP 3-D Art & Design 00726
AP Drawing 00723
AP Art History 00703
AP Biology 08763
AP Calculus AB 05643
AP Calculus BC 05653
AP Pre-Calculus 05633
AP Chemistry 08743
AP English Language & Composition 04343
AP English Literature & Composition 04443
AP Environmental Science 08813
AP European History 03103
AP French Language & Culture 02553
AP Human Geography 03743
AP Macroeconomics 03131
AP Music Theory 01063
AP Physics 1 08753
AP Physics 2 08754
AP Physics C: Mechanics 08773
AP Psychology 03603
AP Spanish Language & Culture 02703




AP Spanish Literature & Culture

02693

AP Statistics 05783

AP United States Government & Politics 03121
AP United States History 03113

AP World History: Modern 03333







DUAL CREDIT PROGRAM||

Dual credit is the process by which a high school student enrolls in a college course and receives
simultaneous credit for the course from both the college and the high school. GCCISD funds the
cost of dual credit tuition and the textbook for dual credit courses that are approved and taken
during regular school hours. For dual credit courses taken during regular school hours, a
nonrefundable fee in the amount of $50 (regardless of the number of dual credit courses taken
during the school year) must be paid to Goose Creek CISD. GCCISD will fund the remainder of
the tuition/fees as well as the cost of the textbook(s).

To enroll in a dual credit course, the student must complete a series of steps that are involved in
the registration process. One of these steps includes parental permission to enroll in a dual credit
course through Goose Creek CISD. To be eligible to receive high school credit for a dual credit
course, a GCCISD student must have first met with his/her high school campus counselor and
received written approval through the counselor to take the course and written approval from the
parent/guardian for the student to register for the course. This process requires the completionof
the GCCISD Dual Credit Registration Form with all required signatures. A student will not be
eligible for high school credit if a GCCISD Dual Credit Registration Form was not completed, with
all required signatures, in advance of enrolling in the college course. This includes dual credit
courses taken during the summer months and after school hours. Dual credit courses taken
outside of school hours (e.g., evening hours, summer) will not count towards academic
class rank.

Prior to enrolling in a dual credit course, please be advised of the following important information:

e To be eligible to receive high school credit for a dual credit course, a GCCISD student must
have first met with his/her high school grade level counselor and received written approval
through the counselor to take the course and written approval from the parent/guardian for the
student to register for the course.

e To register for a dual credit class, a student must meet established academic criteria which
may involve taking the TSIA2 Assessment. The student must also complete all required
college documents and GCCISD documents before the deadline date.

e Grades are confidential and are only available to the student unless the student signs a FERPA
release form through the college.

e Students are required to use the college’s online learning management system and student
information system. It is the responsibility of the student to access the systems and learn how
to use them.

e Nine-week report card grades are not provided.
e For dual credit courses taken during regular school hours, GCCISD will fund the tuition and

textbooks for the first time the course is taken. If a student drops or does not pass the
course, then he/she is responsible for the cost of tuition, fees, and books if the course is
repeated.

e The cost of tuition/fees and textbooks for dual credit courses taken during the summer
months or after school hours is the responsibility of the parent/student.

e Dual credit courses may meet two to five times per week on GCCISD campuses or the
college campus.

e Some dual credit courses may contain subject matter that is of adult nature.
e A letter grade will be recorded on the permanent college transcript.
e A numeric grade will be recorded on the permanent high school transcript.

e Students who receive a final grade below a “C” will not be allowed to progress to other
dual credit courses without repeating the failed course successfully and/or completing an
appeal.

e Students with disabilities must complete the required paperwork and meet with the
college’s access center to be considered for accommodations. This is the

responsibility of the student.



GCCISD APPROVED ACADEMIC DUAL CREDIT COURSES

General Chemistry |

CHEM 1411

Scientific Research & Design Il

College Course Course College High School Course High School| PEIMS Service ID#
Number Semester Credit
Credit Hrs

College Algebra MATH 1314 | 3 Math Independent Studies | .5 03102500
Contemporary Mathematics MATH 1332 | 3 Math Independent Studies | .5 03102500

Finite Math MATH 1324 | 3 Math Independent Studies Il .5 03102501
Pre-Calculus MATH 2412 | 4 Math Independent Studies Il .5 03102501
Elementary Statistics MATH 1342 | 3 Statistics .5 03102530

English Composition | ENGL 1301 | 3 English I11/1V (A) .5 03220300/03220400
English Composition Il ENGL 1302 | 3 English l11/1V (B) .5 03220300/03220400
English Literature Part | ENGL 2322 | 3 English IV (A) .5 03220400

English Literature Part II ENGL 2323 | 3 English IV (B) .5 03220400

Human Anatomy & Physiology | BIOL2401 | 4 Anatomy & Physiology .5 13020600

Human Anatomy & Physiology I BIOL 2402 | 4 Anatomy & Physiology .5 13020600
Environmental Science | ENVR 1401 | 4 Scientific Research & Design | .5 13037200
Environmental Science Il ENVR 1402 | 4 Scientific Research & Design | .5 13037200

General Biology | BIOL 1406 | 4 Scientific Research & Design | .5 13037200

General Biology Il BIOL 1407 | 4 Scientific Research & Design | .5 13037200

5 13037210

General Chemistry I

CHEM 1412

Scientific Research & Design Il

5 13037210

Intro. to Psychology PSYC 2301 | 3 Psychology .5 03350100
Intro. to Sociology SOCI 1301 | 3 Sociology .5 03370100
Federal Government GOVT 2305 | 3 Government .5 03330100
Texas Government GOVT 2306 | 3 Special Topics in Social Studies .5 03380022
Macroeconomics ECON 2301 | 3 Economics .5 03310300
History of US to 1877 HIST 1301 | 3 US History (A) .5 03340100
History of US Since 1877 HIST 1302 | 3 US History (B) .5 03340100
Intro to Mexican Americans Studies | HUMA 1305| 3 Special Topics SS: Mexican Am. Studies| .5 03380021
Learning Pathways EDUC 1200 | 2 College Readiness & Study Skills .5 03270100
Principles of Public Speaking SPCH 1315 | 3 Principles of Public Speaking .5 03240900
Business & Prof. Communication SPCH 1321 | 3 Professional Communications .5 13009900
Personal Health KINE 1304 | 3 Health .5 03810100
Art Appreciation ARTS 1301 | 3 Art 3A .5 03500300
Art History | ARTS 1303 | 3 Art 3B .5 03500300
Introduction to Theatre DRAM 13101 3 Theatre Arts 3A .5 03250300
Music Appreciation MUSI 1306 | 3 Music Appreciation 1A .5 03155700
American Music MUSI 1310 | 3 Music Appreciation IB .5 03155700
Humanities | HUMA 1301| 3 Humanities .5 03221600
Beginning Spanish | SPAN 1411 | 3 Spanish IIA .5 03440200
Beginning Spanish Il SPAN 1412 | 3 Spanish 1IB .5 03440200
Business Computer Applications BCIS 1305 3 Business Information Mgmt. .5 13011400
African American History | HIST 2381 | 3 Ethnic Studies: Afr. Am. Studies A .5 03380085
African American History I HIST 2382 | 3 Ethnic Studies: Afr. Am. Studies B .5 03380085

Gray Shaded-Student may take either ENVR 1401/1402 OR BIOL 1406/1407. A student may not take both Environmental Science 1401/1402 AND General

Biology 1406/1407. Orange Shaded-A student may take one set or the other but not both course sets.
A student may take one or the other but not both courses. Pink Shaded-Designated Edgenuity supplemental

but not both course sets.

A student may take one set or the other

coursework must be completed for credit. The economics teacher is responsible for overseeing the completion of Edgenuity coursework.

Updated---11.23




DUAL CREDIT HIGH SCHOOL GRADE CONVERSION

Dual Credit High School Grade Conversion Chart
For Dual Credit CoursesONLY

Due to the rigor of college courses taken by a high school student for dual credit, the following chart will be
used fo convert college credit courses fo high school credit courses for students taking a dual credit course in
Goose Creek CISD. All dual credit courses must be approved by the student’s counselor to be eligible for the
grade conversion. Courses taken without decumented counselor approval will NOT be eligible for the high
school grade conversion.

*This chartdoesnot supersede Lee College policy for prerequisite courses that students are required to masterbefore
entering the subsequent course. Students are expected to pass prerequisite courses with a G or betterto enrell in the
course

** Effective Fall 2022

College Grading Scale GCCISD Grading Scale
A 00-100 A 90 -100
B 80-89 B 80-89
c 75-79 c 75-79
C 70-74 C 74
D 60-69 D 70
F 59- below F G9-below

¢ Dual credit teachers may be GCCISD teachers who serve as college adjunct professors,
or they may be non-GCCISD employees who are college professors.

¢ If a dual credit course does meet enroliment requirements, please be aware that there is
a chance that a student may be placed into a course that does not carry weighted credit.

o Every effort will be made to place a student in a comparable course with weighted credit.

e Because Dual Credit courses are college level and taught by college approved instructors,
students with disabilities must meet with the Counselor for Students with Disabilities at the
college to be considered for accommodations in courses.

e Prior to withdrawing from a college course that is taken during regular school hours, it is
the student’s responsibility to first discuss this matter with his/her high school counselor
to determine if space is available in a comparable high school course. Also, certain
restrictions and consequences are in place regarding withdrawing from a college course.
Contact the college’s dual credit office for more information.



HONORS COURSES

Honors courses are courses which contain rigor and depth above the TEKS, moderate to
frequent out-of-class work/assignments, extended projects/activities/labs and extended
assessment or performance requirements.

OnRamps Courses

The OnRamps Program provides students with the opportunity to earn both high school credit as well as
the opportunity to earn college credit based on their academic performance in the course along with the
completion of the college coursework which is led by a University of Texas professor through an online
format. For students who meet the eligibility criteria to earn college credit through the college course work,
the student will have the opportunity at the end of the course to decide whether to accept the college grade
for credit purposes. Therefore, if the student is not pleased with the final college grade, the student does
not have to formally accept the grade.






COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING

GRADUATION PLAN

The student's graduation plan/endorsement, developed in the eighth grade, in cooperation
with the student, parents, teachers, and counselor, should be a guide for selecting courses to
be taken in high school. The student needs to review the graduation plan annually and adjust
prior to the time for selecting courses for the next year.

WHY GO TO COLLEGE?

Consider These Facts:

Fifty-six (56) percent of jobs today require some college.

Eighty (80) percent of the jobs projected to grow the fastest over this decade require
some education after high school.

A college graduate makes twice as much as a student who has only a high school diploma.

Earnings over lifetime with a college degree:

Professional degree $4.4 million
Master’s degree $2.5 million
Bachelor's degree... $2.1 million
Associate degree $1.6 million
Additional Resources:
Labor Market and Career Information 1-800-822-7526
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 1-800-242-3062
Financial Aid Hotline 1-877-782-7322
College Board Career Search www.collegeboard.com/html/careerbrowser.html

College Matcher www.collegefortexans.co


http://www.collegeboard.com/html/careerbrowser.html
http://www.collegefortexans.co/

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS

Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test PSAT/NMSQT

The PSAT is a two-hour test given once a year. Many students take the PSAT, not only as
preparation for the SAT taken in senior year and widely used as a major criterion for college
admissions, but also to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship Competition. As with the
SAT, the PSAT has separate math and verbal sections and a third section testing English
grammar.

Almost all students take the PSAT during their junior year, but many students take the PSAT
when they are sophomores to get the feel of the test. However, it is only the scores from the
PSAT taken in your junior year that are considered for the National Merit Scholarship
competition.

This scholarship competition awards approximately 8,200 scholarships annually. The selection
process starts with the choosing of National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalists and Commended
Scholars. Cutoffs vary from state to state but typically Semi-Finalists score in the top one
percent of students in their state and Commended Scholars between the top one to four
percent. Most of the approximately 16,000 Semifinalists become Finalists, and half of those
ultimately receive National Merit Scholarships.

The most common reasons for taking the PSAT/NMSQT are:

To receive feedback on your strengths and weaknesses on skills necessary for college

study. You can then focus your preparation on those areas that could most benefit from
additional study or practice.

To see how your performance on an admissions test might compare with that of others
applying to college.

To enter the competition for scholarships from the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation (grade 11).

To help prepare for the SAT. You can become familiar with the kinds of questions and
the exact directions you will see on the SAT.

TSIA 2.0 Assessment

The TSIA2 Assessment is a program designed to help your institution determine if you are ready
for college-level coursework in the general areas of reading, writing and mathematics. This
program also will help determine what type of course or intervention will best meet your needs to
help you become better prepared for college-level course work if you are not ready. If you are an
incoming college student in Texas, you are required to take the TSIA2 Assessment. Based on
how you perform, you may either be enrolled in a college-level course that matches your skill
level or be placed in the appropriate developmental course or intervention to improve your skills
and prepare you for success in college level courses.



Not all incoming students need to take the TSIA2 Assessment. There are many ways you canbe
exempt. To qualify for a TSIA2 Assessment exemption means that you can enroll in any entry level
college course without restrictions. In other words, there are no prerequisites for enrollment in
college-level courses. You may be exempt if you: have met the minimum college readiness
standard on SAT, ACT, or a statewide high school test; have successfully completed college- level
English and math courses; have enrolled in a Level-One certificate program (fewer than 43
semester credit hours); are not seeking a degree; or have been, or currently are, in the military. If
you think you may be exempt, please contact an advisor at your institution. For more information,
visit www.thecb.state.tx.us/DE/TSI.

SAT

The SAT is an entrance exam used by many colleges and universities to make admissions
decisions. The SAT is a multiple-choice, online test created and administered by the College
Board.

The purpose of the SAT is to measure a high school student's readiness for college and provide
colleges with one common data point that can be used to compare all applicants. College
admissions officers will review standardized test scores alongside your high school GPA, the
classes you took in high school, letters of recommendation from teachers or mentors,
extracurricular activities, admissions interviews, and personal essays. How important SAT
scores are in the college application process varies from school to school.

The critical reading section includes reading passages and sentence completions.

The writing section includes a short essay and multiple-choice questions on identifying
errors and improving grammar and usage.

The mathematics section includes questions on arithmetic operations, algebra,
geometry, statistics, and probability.

New SAT Structure
EV|.d.ence-Based Reading and Math
Writing
Sections 65-minute Reading section 25-minute No Calculator
35-minute Writing and section
Language section 55-minute Calculator section
Questions 52 Questions (Reading) 20 Questions (No Calculator)

44 Questions (Writing and
Language)

38 Questions (Calculator)

Score Range

200-800

200-800



http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/DE/TSI

The SAT and other College Board tests are offered several times a year. Most students take
the SAT for the first time during the spring of their junior year and a second time during the
fall of their senior year.

For more information on SAT and PSAT/NMSQT visit www.collegeboard.com Fee waivers are
available for those who qualify. Please visit your college and career counselor for more information.

ACT (American College Test)

The ACT is a national college admissions examination that consists of subject area tests. The
ACT is accepted by all 4-year colleges and universities in the United States. The ACT multiple-
choice tests are based on what you're learning. The ACT is not an aptitude or an 1Q test. The test
questions on the ACT are directly related to what you have learned in your high school courses in
English, mathematics, reading, and science. Every day you attend class you are preparing for the
ACT. The harder you work in school, the more prepared you will be for thetest.

There are many ways to prepare for the ACT.

Taking challenging courses in high school is the best way to prepare, but ACT also
offers a number of test preparation options including free online practice tests, testing
tips for each subject area tested, and the free student booklet Preparing for the ACT.
This booklet includes complete practice tests (with a sample writing prompt and example
essays). ACT Online Prep™, the only online test preparation program developed by
ACT, is another tool to help you be ready for testday.

The ACT helps you plan for your future.

In addition to the tests, the ACT also provides you with a unique Interest Inventory and a
Student Profile Section. By responding to these sections, which ask about your interests,
courses, and educational preferences, you provide a profile of your work in high school
and your career choices to colleges.

The ACT helps colleges find you.

By taking the ACT, you make yourself visible to colleges and scholarship agencies, so
it's another way to help you get ready for life after high school.

Your ACT score is based only on what you know.

The ACT is the only national college admission test based on the number of correct
answers—you are not penalized for guessing.

You choose which scores you send to colleges.

When you register for the ACT, you can choose up to four colleges to which ACT will
send your scores as part of the basic fee for your test option. If you take the test more
than once, you choose which test date results the colleges will receive. ACT sends
scores only for the test date you select.

Optional Writing Test

Not all colleges require a writing test for admission, ACT offers you the choice of whether you
want to spend the extra time and money taking the 